Determinants of pathogenicity of echovirus 9 in men: significance of a functional RGD-motif.
In this study, we investigated nine independent echovirus 9 isolates obtained from sick children in 1995. It is discovered that these isolates differ in respect to their pathogenicity for newborn mice indicating that the degree of human pathogenicity of an echovirus 9 variant does not necessarily correlate with mouse pathogenicity. Nevertheless, all virus variants are found to code for an RGD-motif within their VP1 protein. Hence, the RGD-motif and its highly conserved flanking regions are the conditio sine qua non, but, as expected, not sufficient for the mouse-pathogenic character.